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virtual allied supremacy for the landings. On
that day, 113 aircraft did not make it back.

Two weeks from today at the American ceme-
tery outside Cambridge, England, I will stand
with crew members of other B–24’s and B–
26’s, B–17’s, P–38’s and P–47’s, the veteran air-
men of D-Day. Thirty-nine hundred and twelve
Americans, many of them aviators, are buried
there in Cambridge, their graves aligned in a
gentle arc on a sloping English pasture. They
rest in peace far from home, as do thousands
of other Americans who made the ultimate sac-
rifice during World War II, buried in American
soil overseas with names like Nettuno and
Colleville. But in every city, in every neighbor-
hood, in every living room where we cherish
the fruits of freedom and democracy, they are
with us still.

They would be very proud of the men and
women who wear our uniforms today. They
would be proud that nuclear weapons in Russia
and the United States are no longer pointed
at each other for the first time since the advent
of the nuclear age. They would be proud of
the contributions of Americans to peace in the
Middle East and democracy in South Africa.
They would be proud that the power of our
example has helped to encourage people in Cen-

tral and Latin America, all over the hemisphere,
to embrace democracy. Now all but two nations
to our south, all but two, are today governed
by democratically elected leaders.

So I say to you, my fellow Americans, today
as we cherish the memories of those who fought
in World War II and as we salute today’s men
and women of the Army, the Navy, the Air
Force, the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, the
sentinels of our peace and freedom, let us cher-
ish our memory but also remember our mission:
to meet the challenges of today at home and
abroad, to keep America forever strong and for-
ever young.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. at
McClellan Air Force Base. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Joe Serna of Sacramento; Sec-
retary of the Air Force Sheila Widnall; Maj. Gen.
John Phillips, commander, McClellan Air Force
Base; and Lt. Gen. Dale W. Thompson, Jr., vice
commander, Air Force Materiel Command,
Wright Patterson Air Force Base, OH. The Armed
Forces Day proclamation is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.
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Greetings to the men and women of the
Armed Forces stationed around the world as
we celebrate Armed Forces Day, 1994. On be-
half of the American people, I am proud to
extend heartfelt appreciation for your tremen-
dous service to our country.

Each of you who wears our nation’s uniform
makes an invaluable contribution to the safety,
security, and well-being of the United States
and of the entire world. Some of you serve
here at home, while others are posted the world
over, but all of you work to guard our precious
freedom and to further the goals of peace and
democracy. In addition to these traditional mili-

tary roles, you have set a new standard of excel-
lence for international humanitarian efforts—
bringing food, shelter, and medical relief to peo-
ple in desperate need.

On this important day, I am honored to salute
the hard-working individuals serving in the
Army, the Marine Corps, the Navy, the Air
Force, and the Coast Guard. American owes
you a debt of gratitude for all that you have
done for our Nation and for all that you con-
tinue to do to protect the blessings of liberty
we cherish.

BILL CLINTON
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